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LETTER to Dr. C. in England, 


WHEREIN 


Are ſeveral IMPORTANT QUERIES. 
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By a Foreign BisHor, 
Now Reſiding and Preaching in his Diocese in Terra Incognita. 
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15 37S HE following Piece was deſign'd only for 
5 SY private Uſe, being a private Anſwer, in the 
9 © way of Friendſhip, to a Letter from a Friend 

6 18 who propos d an Engliſh Il, ife to the Author, 

SEES whom I have no Authority to ſay more of 
than this, viz. That tho' he is now a Foreigner, he was 
born and educated in England; where he liv'd formerly a 
grave recluſe Life for ſeveral Years together, his Diſpoſi- 


tion being naturally of a grave Caſt: Vet in this Epiſtle 


he ſteps out of it, purely to divert his Friend; who, be- 
ing under a Depreſſion of Spirits on a certain afflictive Cir- 
cumſtance which had befallen him, defir'd he would write 
ſomething to divert him. And, as this is an Apology for 
che Poem itſelf, ſo it is equally an Apology for the Man- 
a A 2 ner 
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ner of it; which is further . for in the Intro- 
duction. 

It has been handed about in Manuſeript, and has been 
receivd by the Judicious ſo kindly, and Copies are call'd 


for ſo frequently, and withal ſo importunately, and are 


taken with ſo much Trouble, that, to prevent that Trou- 
ble for the future, and to put an End to Importunity, this 


private Performance is now preſented to the Public ; par- 


ticularly to every Clergyman in the Two. Engliſb "EA 
ſities, that after ſpending Half the Age of Man, as is 


common there, in Study and Cælibacy, labours under that 


particular Grievance which this Foreign Eccleſiaſtic com- 
plains of, and to every Lady that's qualify'd to redreſs that 
Grievance, vix. The Want of a Female Companion fit for 
a Clergyman, ij. 6. 4 clever one, ſuch a one as is not to be 


met with in Terra Incognita. That Cleverneſs, according 


to this Author, is conſtituted by a very few Things: For: 
tho his Quekirs are MANY, his Druaxps are FEW, 


| Canpancr, Aug. 30. 
1738. 
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INTRODUCTION, 
By way of Apology for the PoxTica LicxxTIA. 


FA&Y Anſwer you in Verſe, you ſee, 

. ay And Verſe of great Variety. 
lf at Elections you have been, 

All the Electors you have ſeen 

* Were not alile: You always find, 5 

They're of a multifarions Kind ; : 

Humps, Long-ſhanks, Cripples, Aſſes, Owls and Apes, 

And Nature in a thouſand Shapes. 

So, Reverend Sir, you'll meet with Here 

As many Oddities as There: | 1 

For all my Verſes, you will find, 

Are of a multifarious Kind; 

One is Grave, Another Gay; 

Another's Wanton, you will ſay. 

One is Dark, Another Rough; 15 

Another's Clear and Smooth enough. 

Another's Verſe, but full of Gall; 

Another's hardly Verſe at all. 

Some are long, and Some are ſhort ; ; 


Irregulars of every Sort, 20> 
To make Variety of Sport. 

All from a laughing Biſhop's Pen : | 
For ſurely Biſhops, now and then, 
May laugh, as well as other Men, | 
| The 
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| Woe Lady's Perſon, 


Her Hoife-W cer, 


The Foreign EES IAST ICS Cnoice of 
an Engliſh WIr x, delineated, in the 


following Queries. 


Terra Incognita, Apr. 1. 1736. 


SIR, 


OU tell me of a Female Pair: 
But tell me only this, They're fair; 

« Of Age, the One, near Twenty three, 
Fit to adorn a Biſbop's See, 
<« Therefore, ſay you, She's fit for Me. 
As for That One, She's. quite too fine, 
In Years too /ow, by eight, or nine; 
In; Mixp too High, too Gay, too Nice, 
To make a Foreign Prieſt her Choice, 
As for the Latter of the two, 
The Things you ſay are not enow : 
In next, I beg you will incloſe EL 
Her Eyes, her Eye-brows, and her Noſe, 
Her Cheeks, her Forehead, and her Chin, 
Her Teeth, her Shoulders, and her Skin, 
All the Dimenſions of her Breaft : 
Her Kitchen Talents: And the reſt. 


25 


2 


30 


35 


40 


What 


. 


TJ 


Her Temper, 


Her Foibles, 


Her Graces, 


err 


| Her Variety, 


5 Her Conſtancy, 


The Clergyman's Cxorcs, &c. 


What is her TEMPER? Cool, or Hot? 

Is it grateful ? Or is it not? 

What are her Forsres ? Are they few? 
What are her Gzaczs? Are they true? 
Always the ſame p Or always new ? 

By Turns, perhaps, She is not She: 

What's Good, what's Bad, in her Variety ? 
Can ſhe to Ont be always kind? 

Can ſhe ſometimes be kindly Blind? 


1 Her Connivancet, 
Hier Conjugal Careſſes, 


Her Conjugal Openneſs, 


Can ſhe fondle, when I hug her? 
Can ſhe avoid all Hugger-mugger ? 
For Nuptial Happineſs I've known 
Quite loſt by That, and That alone; 


Her Specific to cure the 
8 \Spleen, Mux ines, 
C. 


1 


Ber Valets, 
5 r Sy 4 opbants , 
Ly 


8 
1 


Can ſhe, by ſome dear Female Art, 

(Such. as no Learning can impart) 

By a Specific Jeſt, or Tale, or Smile, 

Can ſhe by ſome ſuch pretty Craft beguile 

Sickneſs away, when I am Sick ? 

Or Spleen, when I am Splenetick ? 

Or muzzy Dulneſs, when I hap 

To want a Cordial, or a Nap ? 

Does ſhe Game? Or does ſhe Drink? 

How does ſhe Curt'ſy, Talk, and Think ? 

How does ſhe uſe her Pen and Ink ? 
How many Female Sharks does the retain, 

As Members of her Tittle-Tattle Train? 

How many Valets, to attend her? 

How many Fawners, to commend her ? 
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{ Her Hangers-on. 
Her Confidant, 


' Her Kindred, 


| S 
Four other material 


Querics. 


Her Picture, 


Fler Scandal-mongers. 


8 The Clergyman's Croton 


: How many only come and go, | 25 BY 
To carry Scandal to and fro? | 


And then again, when thoſe are gone, 

How many other Hangers-0n ? 

Who is her Boſom-Friend ?—Perhaps her Maid: . 
Is ſhe Sincere? Or a deſigning Jade? 75 
Has Miſs a Father? Or a Mother? if 
Has She a Siſter? Or a Brother? 

Is ſhe a-kin to ſome acute Divine, 

With whom in Reading I can join, 

And by His Judgment better Mine? 80 
Is ſhe related to ſome Biſhop's See? 3 
And is that Biſhop Fatherly ? 

One that will lead us ini thro” 

This World to that we're going to? 

One that has Inſight deep, and ſure : 35 
To clear ſuch Truths as are obſcure ? 

One that can 7hink, and will expreſs 

Whatc'er he thinks with Openneſs, 

Yet not aſſume the Papal Pride, 

To think for Us and Him beſide ? 9 
Is Miſs a Virgin? Widow ?——Ts ſhe free ? ; 


Has ſhe that /mple Thing, SixcERTT x? 

(That which, you know's' another ME !) 

Paint me her Head, her Heart, her Cloaths, 

And paint 'em all in faithful Proſe : | 

Her Family, her Age, her Bulk, her Name, 

Her Taſte for Books: And her Religious Frame; 
(Ate this and true Religion both the ſame ?) 
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ments, 


Her Religion. 


The Querift's Demands. 
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The Lady's Court- In- 
tereſt, 
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Her Choice of a Devel- 
* ling-Place, &c. 


Fa Wie x. 


Her Domeftic Empley- Does ſhe work £ And does ſhe pray? 


Or does ſhe triſſe all the Day? 

Is her Religion quite Her Own? 

Or is it not her Prieſt's alone? 

Is it ſeated in her Soul? 

Or is indeed the Church the Whole? 
My Queries ſtill are many more; 
(Tho my Demands but Three or Four.) 
If ſhe's a kind, and clever Laſs, 

I do not ask you, What ſhe has ? 

But give an Anſwer, pray, to This, 
Can ſhe laugh? And can ſhe kiſs ? 
And tell me frankly, What ſhe is. 
Money, tis true, gives Woman, Sir, 
What nought but Money cou'd confer ; 
Yet That to Me's of ſmall Account, 

If ſhe has ſomething tantamount. 

Has ſhe a Friend at Court? If need, 
Will he be a Friend indeed ? 

Won't he impoſe a Footman's Task? 


LOO 


GG, 


To wait,---and ſneak, and bow, and cringe, and ask? 


Won't he give hopeful giving Words, and then 120 


Give Nothing more than Words, and Words agen ? 


If for an Engliſh Situation, 
Miſs ſhould deſire to change my Station, 
And ſo ſhould tempt me to re/ign _ 


This Foreign Biſhoprick of mine, 
B 


125 


And 


10 The Clergyman's Croce 


And fifty thouſand People here, 
All to oblige my Deareſt Dear, 
Before we've any Friend at Court, : 
Or potent Friend of any Sort ; + who 
Where, when, and how ſhall we acquire x 
| A Place to both our Hearts Deſire ? ; 

i A Living far from Noiſe and Stir, f 

j | Yet not too far from London, Sir? 4 

And if we had it, Are you ſure 135 4 
Twou'd be a perfect Sine- Cure? | l 
For, Sir, whene'er I'm call'd to preach, | g * 
Whatc'er I'm taught by God I teach: 
Therefore, in ſuch a Fattions Nation, 7 
Who place in Men their whole Salvation, 140 
Where ſhall I find a Congregation c 
Made up of the Judicious Few, 
With * Ears to hear Divinely New ; 


And quit twelve hundred Crowns per Year, 


From Bigotry and Superſtition free, } 
So as to reliſh a Divinity 145 > 
Compos'd by God, and not by Me? ) 


While we're in ſearch for fach a Place, 

If Wants ſhou'd multiply apace, 
Her Tafte of Havvr- Con'd Miſs live any //here, and any Fhw, 
wes, eller fuer And live as eaſy too as Now 1.50 
ale, » 

In a Cellar or a Garret, | 

On a Potatoe, or a Carrot, 
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Added to Nuptial Love for Love 
And Thoughts intent on Things above ? 
Things that beget Seraphic Joys ; 155 
Not Earthly Luſts, not Earthly Toys, 
Not Money, Meat, or Drink or Cloaths, 
Not Any ſuch-like Things as thoſe 
Seraphic Happineſs compoſe: | 
But perfect Truth and perfect Love ' , "= 
Are perfect Happineſs Above; 
And Theſe, if All cou'd practiſe Theſe but ſo, 
Are perfect Happineſs Below. 
There's ſtill a weighty Queſtion more: 
(I ſhou'd have ask'd it long before :) 16; 
Suppoſe I want the Irifb Skill, 
Can Miſs be brought to ſay I will, 
Without much Fuſs or much Ado, | 
And that within a Month or two ? 
Or elſe, ſay I, Adieu Adieu 170 

P. S. Aſter theſe many Queries, She 

To you will make this Repartee: 


2 Queri ts Mar- 
e Setilement on Miſs. 


12 The Clergyman's Cholox 


Miss's ANSWER to the Querits above. 


Ray, Who's this Man fo vaſtly nice 
* In this his Matrimonial Choice? 
« Suppoſe a thouſand Wants in Mz, ſhe'll ſay, 175 
« Are there not more in Him, I pray? 
« But what's his Money? For, ſay All you can, 
« Money's the Thing that makes the Man: 
© And Money too gives Woman, Sir, 
What nought but Money cou'd confer. 180 


The Queriſt's Reply to Mijs's Anſwer. 


Tell her in Anſwer this agen, 
And tell it her in Kiſſes ten: 


Madam, 
EN thouſand T hings I want, yet None, 


Becauſe I've all thoſe Things in one, 
If I have Jou and Nou are She * 185 
That's fit to be a Wife for Mx. 
As ſor your Money, be it More or Leſs, 
Be it a large or ſcanty Happineſs, 
Mine ſhall be added, and believe me too, 


I'll give both Me and _ and Your's to You. 190 
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His Behaviour in Cou- 
FANY, 


of a WIr k. T3 


At preſent Mine is Mine alone : 

Love ſhall make Me and Mine and Your's your Own. 
My Chard4ter, if you'll believe Report, 

Is of a mix'd, uncommon Sort. 

'Tis given by Many, known to Few, 195 
The J/hole to Nox (but One or Two.) 

1 love a Book, and Bookiſh Men; 

Yet love to trifle now and then. 

In Company, I'm often Dull, and Dumb : 

Some call it mere Stupidity ; and Some 200 
Call it not That, but kindly fay, 

Let him alone, it is his Way, 
To-Day he's Grave, To-morrow Gay. 

My Temper, Don't miſtake it, Miſs, 

Seems often Shy, and oſten 7s. | 205 
Call it not Sullenneſs; the Reaſon's clear, 
Treatment in Childhood too Auſtere 
Gave me this ſecond Childhood, FEAR. 

Nature has given this Manhood, Love; and You, 


If kind, will give it me anew. 210 
I often Fear; and, in that Fear, deſpond; | 
I often Love; and, where I love, I'm fond, 
But dare not go a ſingle Inch beyond, 


Till Marriage bids thoſe higher Joys begin 
Which cann't be Joys when they ariſe from din: 215 
And yet before thoſe Nuptial Bliſſes 
I'm fond of modeſt, meaning Kiſſes. 
As 
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H Drivensions, 


Hi. Reticon, 


His Pxzacurxc, 


14 The Clergyman's Cnorce - 


As for Diver/cons, all I get 

Are owing to my Horſe, as yet. | 

I neither Drink, nor Hunt, nor Game, es. 220 
I nnd not any ſuch- like Thing. 

J piſh at // the Gaieties of Life, 

Except that ſingle Gaiety, à Wife. 
CloſeReas'nings I admire, not /ooſeHarangues: and Wit 
Genuine I love; — not that which mimics it. 225 
As for Religions, 'mong 'em All I own 

Not One on Earth, but that of Feavez alone; 
This mere Philoſophy can never reach, | 
Nor Human Teaching ever Teach: 

This Law-makers can never make for Men 230 
By As of Parliament ;—tor then 

W here'd be the Senſe of “ being Born agen? 

A Mock-Religion I deteſt. 

Religion's Cloaths I 'count but Cloaths, at beſt. | 
And yet thoſe Cloaths, in caſe they fi, 235 
Methinks, ſhou'd always go along with it. 

The Chriſtian Church, and All the World beſide, 
My Chriſtian Love Abroad divide: 

At Home I've Nothing to divide my Love 

But Yov below, and Gop and Chars r above. 240 
As for my PREACchNe, thoſe who love me Fear 
I'm often rather too ſincere, 

And Preach without a Worldly View, 


As Courtly Preachers ſeldom do. 
In 


* Jo. iii. 3. 


8 Porirics, 
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In Youth, my Style was Youth and Flame: 245 
'Tis cooler now, tho' now the ſame. 

Once like a hot unthinking Youth, 

Preaching that po f Doctrine, Truth, 
Stripp'd of all Prudence and Diſguiſe, 

T made a loud Sacheverel-Noiſe : 259 
Like him, I us'd a crabbed Word or two, 

And ſo offended not a Few. 

I argu'd Little, rail d a Deal 

Againſt All Bigots, with a Bigot's Teal, 
Zeal to avoid Diſgni/ing, ſuch 255 
As Modern Clergy practiſe much: | 
Some call it Human Prudence, Others Art; 

Bat WatsTox calls it an Impoſtor's Part. 

In Politics, my Maxim's This, 

(Ii higs ſay, the Maxim's much amiſs:) 

Eſt Rex os PopULUM ET LEGEM 


Non, Lex & Populus os REGtM. 


How to tranſlate You cannot tell: 

Ask learned Willamites; they'll do it well. 

As for my Perſon, when I firſt appear, 265 
You'll think me aukward, unpolite, and queer ; ; 
You'll /þeak that Thought by a condemning Sneer; 
But don't condemn me in a Trice, 

Try me again, once, twice, or thrice : 

Do not reje& Me all at once, 270 


Purely to take a poliſh'd Dunce. 
As 


* Aedern, i. e. Nominal Whigs. 
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Ui, Temporal ¶ fate, 


His Conjugal Taſte. 


16 The Clergymans Cnoicr, &c. 


As for the J/orldly Goods J have, indeed, 
They give me every Worldly Good I need, 
Except Your SIT. Beſides Preferment here, 
I've thirteen hundred Crowns per Year; 


But give 'em All, and more than All, away, 


(For I am giving every Day,) 
Some to the deſerving Few, 


275 
More to a thankleſs, worthleſs Crew, C 
Wanting a Wife to give em to. 280 
Whate'er I have, without a Wife 

To Live, I think, is bardly Life: 

Therefore, tho' more than * Half my Days are done, 
My Days of Life are un- begun. | 
Whate'er I want, You're ſure to find - 285 
In Me a truly Nuptial Mind, | 
While Tour's is true, and frank, and kind. 
This one good Thing it is, you'll find, 'tis This 
That gives and ſweetens every Nuptial Bliſs. 
Therefore, the many Things I Want are zone: 290 
Becauſe you'll have em All in one. 

If you have Me and I'm the Man 

That always loves you all I can, 

Thus you are ſure of Things enough: ) 
Words you expect; I've ſent a Few. 295 
Comply, or elſe a Fig for you! | 5 


 * The Author's Age in Calibacy is, according to the Pſalmiſt, more than 
halt the full Age of Jan. 
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